IMPERIAL SERVICE TROOPS

occasion on which a Western Prince had set foot in the
ancient land of Saurashtra.

Scarcely less memorable was the spontaneous offer
made by the rulers of Junagadh, Nawanagar, and Bhav-
nagar in the same year to provide troops for Imperial
defence in common with many other chiefs in other parts
of the Indian Empire. It was towards the end of A.D.
1888 that the Viceroy, Lord Dufferin, addressing a meeting
of chiefs at Patiala, proposed that those who were anxious
to contribute in some way towards Imperial defence
should raise a portion of their armies to such a pitch of
general efficiency as to make them fit to go into action
side by side with Imperial troops. These troops were
to be known as Imperial Service Troops, and were to be
recruited and to be quartered in the States of the chiefs
contributing. A few British officers, known as Inspecting
Officers, were to be appointed to supervise training and
equipment, and the whole cost of maintaining the troops
was to be borne by the chiefs. As soon as this scheme
became known, the chiefs of Junagadh, Nawanagar, and
Bhavnagar in September A.D. 1890 offered to raise
mounted corps of 100, 150, and 342 men respectively, and
their offers were gratefully accepted. Captain A. W.
Forbes was appointed in A.D. 1891 to be the first Inspecting
Officer in Kathiawad, with headquarters at Rajkot, and
the work of raising and training the troops was at once
taken in hand. They have since made, excellent progress,
and were utilized in Imperial interests in A.D. 1899 during
the South African War, when a number of men and horses
from each State proceeded on active service.

In A.D. 1890 Mr. E. C. K. Ollivant was appointed
Political Agent, and in November of the same year his
Excellency Lord Harris, Governor of Bombay, invested
H.H. Bahadur Khanji, Nawab of Junagadh, with the
insignia of the G.C J.E. at a Darbar held at Rajkot. The
following year H.H. Sir Takhatsinhji of Bhavnagar
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